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ZAMBIA IN BRIEF 

Zambia is a landlocked Country surrounded by 8 
Countries. Historically, Zambia formerly known as 
Northern Rhodesia traces her history way back to 
the African Stone Age. However, in many ways the 
famous Scottish missionary David Livingstone put 
the country on the European map as he came to the 
shores of Lake Tanganyika in search of the source of 
the Nile in the early 19th century. 

Though Zambia is now one of Africa’s most 
urbanized countries and much of the country still 
remains wild, underdeveloped.  

 A big portion of Zambian’s land has been 
allocated for conservation projects, national parks 
and game management areas. Many of these parks 
are home to incredible numbers of Africa’s most-
feted wild mammals and extraordinary birdlife. 

Zambia’s remaining open rural areas are, for the 
most part, rich and fertile, with Zambia’s 
consistently warm tropical climate made less 
oppressive by the altitude of many parts of the 
country. One of the most water rich countries in 
Africa, Zambia has 5 vast lakes, 3 major rivers, 17 
waterfalls and various wetland areas.  

Mining has been predominantly the major economic 
back bone of the Government with a call for 
diversification by stakeholders in recent years in 
other economic activities such as Agriculture, Arts 
and Tourism among others. 

The urban population of Zambia is found mainly in 
Copperbelt and Lusaka provinces, which are home 
to most Zambians. The remaining seven provinces 
are overwhelmingly rural. Poverty is lowest in 
Southern and Lusaka provinces, which both have 
headcount poverty rates of 47%. Poverty rates are 
highest in the most northerly provinces of Zambia: 
Northern, Luapula, and Northwestern respectively 
and Western Province on the Western part of the 
Country 

However in recent years North Western 

Province has slowly started picking up as 

compared to other provinces due to 

massive investment in the Mining sector 

Birth of Society of St. Vincent de Paul in 

Zambia 

In Zambia, the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul was first established in 1950 in Fort 

Rosemary (Mansa) by a French Priest. 

During the pre independence time 

Zambia was going through a lot of 

challenges, which included; economical, 

Social, Political, and Cultural challenges 

among others. The road infrastructure 

and communication was in very poor 

state, however this did not destruct the 

mission by the Missionaries to establish 

the Society in Zambia.  After establishing 

the first conference in Mansa, in 1951 

the second establishment was recorded 

in the Northern part of Northern 

Rhodesia (Zambia) and Mbala in 

particular. Lusaka was the third 

establishment of the Society in Zambia 

and it was established in 1955, then Fort 

Jameson (Chipata) in 1963 and during 

the post independence the Society 

continued to grow with Mongu being 

established in1966.  

Copperbelt Province joined the frenzy 

and the Society was established in 

Ndola and Kitwe in 1976 and Chilubi 

Island in the Northern Province was 

equally established 
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RELATION WITH THE CHURCH HIERACHY 

The Society in 

Zambia has 

remained faithful 

to the intentions of 

the founding 

Fathers of keeping 

a close relationship 

with the Church 

hierarchy which 

has provided a 

cordial and 

harmonious 

operation of all the Vincentian organized activities at all levels of 

operations 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul in Zambia has played a very 

significant role in the apostolate and evangelization through the 

works of Charity since its establishment.  

The Local Church has partnered very well at all levels especially at 

the lowest organ (conference) as well at National level. At National 

level the Society of St. Vincent is among the first 6 Lay groups to 

establish National Council for the Catholic Laity an umbrella 

organization for all Catholic laity and Diocesan in Zambia which was 

formed in August, 1958The kind of support provided to the clients 

differs from one locality to the other, in rural areas the support 

renders mostly is in physical and manual support such as cleaning old 

people’ homes, washing their clothes and beddings, building shelter 

for the most vulnerable ones, food support and home visitation while 

in urban areas were the society is established, Vincentians renders 

support in the areas of education support, Prison Visitations, 

Counseling and support to ex-convicts through community 

integration support in collaboration with PRISCCA, Prison Ministry, 

repatriation to stranded people going to different places within 

Zambia, Hospital periodical and Prisons feeding program at 

conference levels, Mental health support, Medical Support through 

settling Bills at various Hospitals, food support among others, 

Hospital Visitations, this kind of support has helped the Church in 

reaching out in her evangelization through faith in Action Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul thematic areas of Operations in Zambia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director of Apostolate – Bishop Clement 
Mulenga of Kabwe Diocese during a 
meeting with the CGI President and the 
National Council of Zambia at Catholic 
Secretariat 
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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, National Council of Zambia at all levels has formulated action points 

in its quest to reach out to the needy people as a tool of reducing poverty and provided the much 

needed support to the identified clients by concentrating on the following aspects; 

1. Education and Bursary support to the vulnerable families especially double orphaned students; 

The National Council of Zambia has been supporting identified students from all the 32 Central 

Councils with Education support with the help of Dublin East Region and over 1,670 have 

benefited since the program started 

2. Food support; Some selected conferences especially those along the line of rail have been 

supporting identified vulnerable families on Monthly food basket and the notable ones are; Our 

Heavenly Father Conference in Chelstone, St. Ignatius Conference in Rhodes Park, Mary 

Immaculate Conference in Woodlands, Infant Child Jesus in Rhodes park, St. Mary’s Conference in 

Matero among others. 

3. Home based care, Hospital visitation and Prison visitation programs especially at conference 

levels; quarterly visitations are done to Hospitals, hospices and Prisons in most conferences in 

collaboration with the central and particular councils where assorted hampers and donated and 

general cleaning 

4. Rehabilitation of collapsed houses and empowerment especially to the aged and abandoned 

elderly people 

5. Education support to Children with learning disabilities and Community Schools support; St. 

Ignatius Conference established a School for Children with special learning disabilities called 

CHIWILED which has been running for over 10 years with support from the Church and other well 

wishers, on the hand National Council of Zambia has been providing supplementary support to the 

3 community schools with quarterly funding on teachers wages, books, chalks and Pens 

6. Mental care and health support to mentally challenged patients; this program has been 

coordinated by the National Youth Council with the 3 Lusaka based central councils, Lusaka East 

CC, Lusaka West CC and Lusaka South CC respectively. 

7. Women empowerment support; The National Council of Zambia receives project proposals for 

empowerment from women clubs and so far monetary donations have been to some selected 

Women groups in Chinsali Central Council, Lubushi Central Council, Samfya Central Council and 

some Sisters among others. 

8. Promotion, collaboration and strengthening existing twinning friendship and support; The 

National Council of Zambia continues to enjoy the twinning relationship that exist between Dublin 

East Regional Council. The East Regional Council invited the National Council of Zambia on two 

occasions to visit them to share ideas and give a broad picture of the Zambian situation in terms of 

poverty levels and the much needed care for our clients. The East Region has been sending 

visitation funds for the need in Conferences Central Councils grants, funding the three Community 

Schools ( Chigayo in Chingola, Kamanga in Lusaka and St Francis in Mongu), funding for our 

Administration and management of our office and salary for our Office  Assistant. All these funds 

are sent every quarter. In addition to this, there is also the education bursary funds of which is 

sent once every year and meant to assist children who are orphans. We have also invited our 

friends to come to Zambia and so far, they have been here twice in my tenure of office. We are 

very much indebted to them.  It is important that we take this twinning arrangement very 
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seriously as we feel more encouraged to pray for each other. At local level the National Council 

has facilitated twinning between conferences and centrals councils and among local twinning we 

have the following; Samfya and Ndola, and Kitwe and Mansa, Chipata Isolated particular council 

with Chilubi, Choma CC with Monze, Luena CC with Luwingu, Mongu CC with Monze, Mporokoso 

CC with Kawambwa, Kasama West CC with Kabwe CC, Chinsali CC with Mbala, Livingstone CC with 

Mazabuka, Mpika CC with Solwezi and Lusaka South CC with Kasama CC respectively. 

9. Strengthening affiliation with the Zambia National Council for the Catholic Laity; since its 

affiliation in 1958 and founder member of the National Council for the Laity now National Council 

for the Catholic Laity, the relationship between the two organizations has continued to grow from 

strength to strength  and this could be attested to the leadership contribution by the National 

Council when delegates elected the immediate past National Treasurer as National Treasurer for 

the National Council for the Catholic Laity six years ago and National Council of Zambia has further 

been part of the main organizing Committee for the Golden Jubilee celebration to be held in 

August, 2018 

Strengthening existing relationship with CGI; Zambia’s contributions at International level has 

continued to be recognized by CGI and this could be evidenced by the appointment of Br. Christopher 

Chanda by the President elect, Br. Renato Lima de Olivier, who took up office in September, 2016, the 

elected President appointed Br. Chanda as Coordinator for Africa 1zone 2, to oversee Malawi, Kenya, 

Tanzania, Uganda, Zimbabwe and Zambia. The International Council general has been very supportive to 

the Society in Zambia at International level. In its quest to help National Councils to fight poverty at all 

levels, National Council of Zambia was supported by CGI purchase land a 50 Acres and procure farm 

equipment at the Ozanam farm, the Society also received technical support through VINPAS, Capacity 

building in leadership, technical pport to manage the farm and financial assistance towards the funeral 

costs towards a funeral for the departed Vincentians who died last year while travelling from Mbala to 

Mpulungu to celebrate Feast Day of St. Vincent de Paul. 

National Council of Zambia shall ever remain indebted to both Dublin East Region and CGI for the 

assistance rendered during one of the saddest moments in the history of the Society since its 

establishment in Zambia and apart from financial help, spiritual and moral support both CGI and Dublin 

joined the National Council of Zambia in mourning our beloved departed brothers and sisters by sending 

senior representatives, Territorial Vice President, Brother Patrick Ebhojie, Second Vice President, Br. 

Joseph Makwinja, Treasurer General Br. Larry Toumey and Dublin East Region President Brother, 

William Casey to the Memorial Mass in Mambwe mission last year. 
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PGI Visit to Zambia 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - National Councils of 

Zambia was blessed when it received the International 

President Genera, the 16th President General, the first 

ever Brazilian to be elected at CGI since the 

establishment of the Society by Blessed Frederick 

Ozanam and his compatriots. The first one to visit 

Zambia was Jose Ramon Diaz-Torremocha who visited 

Zambia during the handover ceremony of the 

Chisamba farm in 2007 and other senior members of 

the International Confederation Council as well as our 

twinning sister Country, Dublin East Region.  

The visit of the 16th President brought representatives 

from 28 Central Councils from across the Country out 

of 32 Central Councils. It was a very exciting moment 

for Zambian Vincentians especially the ordinary local 

members from Lusaka Conferences as well as leaders 

Central Councils and National Council board at large. 

His visit had a significant impact on the image of the 

Society in Zambia and its charity works. During the 

meeting with the National Council of Zambia board, a 

lot of issues were discussed pertaining to the 

management of the Society and the future of the 

Society at large. Brother Renato Lima de Oliveira 

observed, the Country was too vast and as such  

Zambia should consider having two Vice Presidents a 

situation he said would strengthen administrative 

operations of the Society at all levels. The President 

was delighted with the size of the Society in Zambia. 

On Chishimba Farm, he noted that National Council of 

Zambia should consider undertaking rotational 

cultivation of crops which would enable production to 

be throughout the year, he however suggested 

National Council of Zambia should consider going into 

partnership for the project to meaningful and 

sustainable and pledged support from CGI should the 

board come up a sustainable project proposal to 

revamp production at the farm. On lessons learnt and 

impact of the IPG visit to Zambia, the following were 

notable ones; 

 

 

 

 

 

Paying last respect at the Presidential Burial 

site for the 2nd Republican President 

Past Immediate President, Br. C. Chanda 

introducing Board members to the IPG 



7 | P a g e  
 

1. His visit strengthened the existing relationship with 
the Church leadership further 

2. His visit opened a new chapter for the Society to 
work with Caritas Zambia in other charity works and 
programs. This resolution was made during a meeting with 
Bishop Clement Mulenga the President a courtesy call at 
Catholic Secretariat   

3. The visit provided an interface platform with the 
Church leadership at both National and International level 
respectively  

4. Provided a platform for ICG to witness the 
Vincentian Spirituality in Zambia through a blended 
membership 

5. The visit of the President General provided an 
interactive platform for the ordinary general membership 
with the IPG and leaders from other Central Councils in 
Zambia. During the interaction session with the general 
membership, the IPG shared ten points to the members 
taken from Mark, 9:35to to which he said; members 
shouldn’t miss Conference meetings, participate in 
charitable works because the poor expect them, members 
shouldn’t miss holy mass, avoid conflict with in the 
conference, gossiping and making collective decisions, 
avoid conflicts with priests, members ought to be generous 
in making appeals for donations and utilize donations with 
accountability. Members needed not to forget investing in 
formation and should learn about the founder of the 
Society and to pray for leaders at all levels 
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6. The visit brought new hope for the Society in Zambia in 
revamping farming activities at Chisamba Ozanam farm  

7. The visit strengthened the bilateral relationship between 
CGI and the National Council of Zambia 

8. The visit also provided a sense of belonging to a larger 
family of the Global Vincentian family 

9. The visit also provided room for culture exchange 
between Brazil and Zambia and the meaning of names in 
the Brazilian traditional and culture, which mostly are 
named after trees, like Oliveira for example which is 
named after Olive Tree just to mention but a few. 

National Council of Zambia Projects 

Mufulira Housing Village Project 

Zambia National Council of Zambia has a couple of projects been 

managed by the Board, among the projects managed by the 

National Board are; Mufulira Hosuing Village; this project started 

as a Nursery School by a Particular Council in Mufulira and it was 

situated at St. Lawrence, in Kantanshi Township. However the 

School project could not be sustained because the building which 

was housing the Nursery School collapsed, this prompted the 

particular council leadership to apply for a piece of Land from 

Mufulira Municipal Council for a school project to continue and 

land was granted. However works on the land could not 

commence due to lack of funds as such an application for 

financial support was tendered to the National office for 

consideration through the Kitwe Central Council under the 

leadership of Sr. Rosemary Chambala, the current Board vice 

Secretary and on 31st August, 2004, the first Mufulira Housing 

Village Board committee was appointed and it was headed by the 

National Council President, the late Brother Kangwa. There are 8 

fully furnished houses, 4 are 2 beds roomed and the other 4 are 3 

bed roomed ones and they are self contained. The initial plans for 

the Houses was meant to be an SOS village especially for aged 

ones and abandoned across the Country but funds to sustain 

upkeep of the clients and maintenance could not allow it but 

instead the National Council has put the houses on rent and the 

proceeds from the rentals goes towards helping the need in some 

identified central councils. 

 

 

 

 

Picture Gallery for Mufulira Housing Village 
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In 2014, 3 of the houses had their roofs blown off but they have been repaired by the Insurance 

Company. Further, Proceeds from rentals go to pay land rates to the Local Municipal Council as well as 

renovations and repairs of the houses, replacements of taps, doors, electrical fittings, and painting and 

towards Security payable to a Security Company. National Council has embarked on an expansion 

Housing program and one House has since been built. The National Council purchased a block making 

machine a move which was meant to cut on the costs of buying blocks but instead blocks will be made 

by soon to be employed workers and a store room has since been built for storing of building materials 

once the projects starts at full throttle. 

Chisamba Ozanam Farm  

The International Confederation General through VINPAS 

appointed a committee of former National Presidents to prepare a 

Project Proposal for Africa and among the projects identified 

were; Agriculture, Education (Community Schools) and capacity 

building training. Zambia however submitted a project proposal in 

farming and hence Chisamba Ozanam Farm Land was procured 

with the initial vision of setting up an Agriculture training centre 

for Southern Africa. Agric equipment were procured and installed 

and the Farm started operating under the supervision of CGI 

technical experts through VINPAS, however under the initial 

agreement, VINPAS was to train local technical farm experts to 

manage the farm before it was officially handed over to the 

National Council, the handover was done without training local 

managers a situation which has resulted failure to manage the 

farm productively due to lack of technical experts as banking on 

the Board has failed since Board members come and go. 

Education and Bursary support to the vulnerable families 

especially double orphaned students; The National Council of 

Zambia has been supporting identified students from all the 32 

Central Councils with Education support with the help of Dublin 

East Region and over 1,670 have benefited since the program 

started. The National Council through a bursary committee 

reviews application forms from all the 32 Central Councils in 

Zambia and currently due to inadequate funds only 5 students per 

Council are selected for Bursary Support bringing the number to 

160, in addition, conferences like St. Ignatius. Mary Immaculate, 

Christ the King, St. Mary’s, Good Shepherd, Infant Jesus, St. Joseph 

among others assists up to between 200 to 300 new students annually as supplementary to the National 

Council program. National Council also supports the three identified Community Schools, St. Francis of 

Mongu, Western Province, Kamanga Community School, Lusaka and Chigayo Community School in 

Kitwe, Copperbelt, with funds allowing, the National Council intends to start helping another 
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Community School in Monze Central Council called St. 

Vincent de Paul Community with some School materials.  

Projects at Central Council, Conference and National level 

respectively  

- Calendar Designing, production and Printing, National 

project; National Council of Zambia started a 

Calendar printing project but the project could not 

continue due to slow returns  

- Chitenge wrapper printing, National Project, this 

project is one of the vibrant projects that the 

National Council 

could depend 

on for stable 

income 

generating but it requires huge injection of resources  

- T/shirts Printing, by National Youth Council; this 

project being run by the National youth Council is another 

project that could be resourceful, it however requires 

cheaper sources of T/shirts and cheaper printing cost for 

the project to be more profitable and sustainable 

- Rule Books Printing National Project; just like the 

other projects, this project also requires cheaper printing 

costs for it to be profitable 

- Membership Cards Printing, National project 

- Membership fees collections, particular, central 

council and National Council respectively; membership 

- Affiliations fees from Central Councils, National 

project 

- Secret Bags at Conference levels 

- Flag Day walk forms for Lusaka Central Councils 

- Monthly Door Collections from selected 

conferences every Month 

- Traditional brewed Drinks at Conference level 

- Braii at conference level 

- Golf tournament at National level 

- Fundraising Dinner Dance by National Council 

Selling of donated second hand clothes, at conference level 

Dark Cloud for Vincentians in Zambia since its 

establishment The Society in Zambia will never be the 

same after a tragic road traffic accident which claimed 17 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sorting donated clothes for sale 
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Vincentians on the spot in Mbala. The accident happened on 

29th September, 2017 when Vincentians from 5 particular 

councils travelling from Mambwe Mission one of the oldest 

missions in Zambia to Mpulungu for a belated Feast Day 

celebrations and retreat. The National Council of Zambia was 

devastated of the tragic accident which left some children 

double orphaned. From the records that reached the office 

two Vincentian couples died on the spot, that of the late 

Reuben 

Sinzumwa aged 76 and the wife died on the spot as well as 

the late Eustone Simwinga aged 68 both couples died on the 

spot. 

The National president Br. Kenny Kachali was accompanied by 

the National vice president, Sister Florence Sawasawa 

National Training Officer, Br. Steven Sinyinza, National 

Aggregation Officer, Br. Simone Chibwe and Africa 1 Group 

zone 2 coordinator travelled to Mbala on 1st September to 

join local Vincentians, government and local mourners who 

were on the ground to offer spiritual and moral support to 

the deceased families as well as to those still admitted in 

hospitals. 

Survived Vincentians had terrible injuries and mostly head 

injuries and some are still nursing and slowly recovering from 

their respective home. After the accident occurred some 

patients were referred to other Hospitals for treatment within 

Kasama Diocese while others were referred to Lusaka for 

special treatment and one of those who among the referred 

ones for special treatment is Brother Geoffrey Chewetu who is required to have his hip joint replaced 

amounting to K18, 000.00 and is currently patiently waiting for an appointment from the School for an 

operation subject to the availability of funds.  

National Council of Zambia will remain forever grateful for assistance received, particulary, Government, 

the Church, Dublin East Region, CGI through CIAD, Honourable Steven Kampyongo, Hon. Freedom 

Sikazwe, and Hon. Ponde Mecha, all Vincentians in Zambia and the messages of condolences and 

prayers received both National and International 

THE YOUTH AGENDA 

During the tenure of the immediate past Board under the leadership of brother Christopher Chanda and 

the current coordinator for Africa 1 zone 2, the board unanimously resolved to establish a National 

Youth Council and in 2012 a four member committee was appointed to be headed by the National Youth 

for the purpose of; 
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 Initiating and management of Youth programs in Zambia. 

 Mobilizing resources for youth activities in Zambia 

 To provide linkages between the Central Councils and the 

National Council. 

 To spearhead Youth mobilization, organization and support 

 To supervise all Youth Programs in Zambia through 

established channels. 

I wish to gladly report that the establishment of the 

National Youth Council has continued with difficulties 

to meet the intended objectives of establishing a 

Youth Council and notably among the many 

successes are; 

 Holding Annual General Meetings. 

 Participating in the activities organized by the board 

 Successful supervision of youths in Councils 

 Fundraising through the sale of T- Shirts 

 Mobilize through central councils youth coordinators  to 

participate in Charity work 

 Organize inter Central Councils Sports activities 

 Organize planning and performance review meetings 

 Provide support to the main board by providing 

administrative support in the daily administration of the 

National office whenever needed support. 

National Council of Zambia Institutional meetings/sub 

committees 

- Annual General meetings 

- National Youth Council Committee meetings 

- Quarterly Board meetings 

- Education Bursary Committee meeting 

- Fundraising and projects Committee meeting 

- Mufulira Housing Village meeting 

- Administration Committee meeting 

- Editorial Sub Committee meeting 

- Training Subcommittee meeting 

- Central Council meetings 

- Particular Meeting and Conference meetins 

AGGREGATION AND INSTITUTION  

 We have a total number of about 1,400 Conferences 

out of which 611 were aggregated during the tenure 

of the previous administration under Brother 

 

 

 

SSVP Clients (people 

with disabilities) 
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Chanda. There are 518 Conferences that are yet to be aggregated. 

 We also have a total number of 242 Particular Councils  

MEMBERSHIP 

Zambia has over an estimated number of membership over 19, 000 members. Of these, the 

male adults are about 5,900 while the female adults are 9,000 the female youths are about 2000 

and the male youths are 1,900 respectively. 

CLIENTS 

The total number of clients that we are currently helping in all the Councils is 9,866. This means 

that we need to double our efforts as this number excludes, those in hospitals, prisons and 

those that just come to ask for assistance when we are holding Conference meetings, and those 

brought to us by the Priests. 

However, despite the strengthen in numbers and a committed general membership in Zambia, the 
National Council of Zambia has its share of challenges as follows;  

1. Lack of sustainable income generating projects  
2. Lack of permenant Office space and the National Council is losing the much needed resources 

through rentals which could go a long in helping the people  
3. Run down equipment and poor Management at the Ozanam Chisamba farm 
4. Lack of funds to expand on the Mufulira Housing Project 
5. Lack of sustainable income generating projects to support and sustain Vincentian youth 

programs 
6. Lack of sustainable projetcs for women and youth vincentians 
7. Lack or poor local sustainable initiatives at all levels 

Conclusion and Appeal  

The National Council of Zambia has lined up local resource mobilization strategies aimed at revamping 
production at Ozanam Chisamba farm. Among the initiatives being considered are as follows; 

- To go into partnerhsip with local funders preferebly commercial Banks  
- To work in a collaboration with other Church established institutions like Caritas, CAFOD and 

Diocesans officers  
- To engage local consultants to do an evaluation and design a Bankable business plan for 

sustainable income generating project 

National Council of Zambia is alive to the fact that, the set agenda can never be succesful without starter 
up funds on obvious expenses like logistics, consultatntion fees, developing a bankable business plan 
among others, it is against this background an appeal is made to both CGI and our twinning partners and 
any other who might consider supporting us in revamping our farm which has been dormant for quiet 
some time. 

 
 

 


